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Governor Geer learns to Ride



Theodore T. Geer

ÈBorn 1851 in Waldo Hills

ÈEducated in Salem and at 
Willamette University

ÈBought Farm 1877

ÈRepublican - Elected to 
House 1880

ÈSpeaker 1891

ÈGovernor 1898

ÈSigned ñOregon Systemò 
of Initiative & Referendum 
1902



Inaugural Address 1898

Few questions demand more serious consideration at your 

hands than the enactment of some system that will give our 

people better roadsé.We will always have bad roads until 

we overcome them by systematic legislation.  This we have 

never had, nor has any serious attempt ever been made in 

that directioné.Our present road lawséamount to a mere 

travesty on the object for which they were intended.  They 

are the result of haphazard, patchwork legislation from 

session to session, usually amendatory of previous acts that 

were themselves mere apologies for existing conditions.



Part 1 - Need for ñGood Roadsò

ÈExisting System

ÂñDismal Failureò

ÂñTravestyò

ÂñHaphazardò

ÈImproved System

Â Unified taxing & collection

Â Coordinated planning & building



City Roads no Different

The present method of securing street improvement in Portland 

is by petition of a majority of property owners along a street, the 

expense of the improvement being assessed at an equal rate per 

foot frontage.  The repair of streets is made also by the property 

owners, on an order issued by the city council.

In practice it is found that a street must become almost 

impassible before such an order can be secured.



East Morrison Closed a Year

I am here with the others of 

Central East Portland to aid in 

removing an intolerable condition.  

It is amazing that East Morrison 

Street should have remained 

closed up for the past year, 

dangerous to the publicé.I 

understand that the recent 

proceeding to get it repaired 

because the property owners 

refused to repair the roadwayé



Part 2 ïWhat did the roads look 
like?

Who used the roads?

Typical Road Conditions



Road Users

ÈFirst Portland Auto 1899

ÈTwo counts

Â 1905 ï40 in Portland, 218 in Oregon

Â 1906 ï40 PAC members, 242 total autos in Portland

È1900 about 10,000 bicycles and bicyclists out of a 

total Multco population of 103,000

È10% Bicycles vs. .2% Autos

ÈCountless teams, horses, carts, buggies



Road Conditions

Photo Courtesy of Salem (Oregon) Public Library Historic Photograph Collections

State Street in 

Downtown 

Salem, 1909



Early Road Sharing - 1885

That it shall be the duty of any person or persons 

running or propelling a bicycleéover the public 

highways or streets in this State, to bring the said 

bicycleéto a stop within one hundred yards of 

any person or persons going in the opposite 

direction with a team or teams, and remain 

stationary until said team or teams have passed by.



League of American Wheelmen

ÈFormed 1880, Rhode 

Island

ÈFirst Oregonians joined 

nationally 1886

ÈLocal ñOregon 

Divisionò formed 1896



Part 3 - Bike Culture



Technology & Bicycle Styles

Photos Courtesy of Salem (Oregon) Public Library Historic Photograph Collections



Going ñBuggy-Freeò


