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Governor Geer learns to Ride

Ke Wlll Bﬂte From Hiu Home tdn
Stnte Cupitnl Dnring- Hall

T, T, Geer, o! ’\‘Iaclu 'gove,rnar—ale t‘ t .

[l the staie HF Oregon.. is- In -the 'city. f r§
t cultivating 12 acres of summer Iallo on
his farm, Monday, and pitching twg pr
three tons of new mown hay, he made Up
his mind to shake. the dust of thé rumal
L districis 'from his feet and coma to| the
imetropﬁlia on a short visit, - o
1en seen at the: Pen‘kins last ev n! g




Theodore T. Geer

E Born 1851 in Waldo Hills

E Educated in Salem and at
Willamette University

E Bought Farm 1877

E Republican Elected to
House 1880

E Speaker 1891

E Governor 1898

ESigned fiOrego
of Initiative & Referendum
1902




Inaugural Address 1898

Few questions demand more serious consideration at your
hands than the enactment of some system that will give our
people better roadsé. We wi |
we overcome them by systematic legislation. This we have
never had, nor has any serious attempt ever been made In
t hat directioné. OQur presenit
travesty on the object for which they were intended. They
are the result of haphazard, patchwork legislation from
session to session, usually amendatory of previous acts tha
were themselves mere apologies for existing conditions.



Part1-Need f or n C

E Existing System
AA DI s mal Fail ureo
ARTravestyo
AdHaphazar do

E Improved System
A Unified taxing & collection
A Coordinated planning & building



City Roads no Different

The present method of securing street improvement in Portlar
IS by petition of a majority of property owners along a street, tl
expense of the improvement being assessed at an equal rate
foot frontage. The repair of streets is made also by the prope
owners, on an order issued by the city council.

In practice it is found that a street must become almost
Impassible before such an order can be secured.



East Morrison Closed a Year

MOWNING ORI

AND AROUSED

| am here with the others of

19 | cirizens DEMAND  INPROVEWMENT Centrql East Eortland to aid In
OF RPADWAYS. removing an intolerable condition.
Genernl ‘ientl:;!‘.-.n't That En-ilt iﬂ::r- It IS amaZIng that EaSt Morrlson
s 2’.‘,‘;“;’F,*L‘.‘:,Lf: made | Street should have remained
| | — ke closed up for the past year,
- T‘”‘Sjb “Ntorrison streats | & dangerous to the
of the prominentifitizens of Central Kast | P understand that the recent
Portuand, which will probably maoke some . . .
| forthe putpose bt consultng with the | 59) proceeding to get it repaired
city engineer andl councllman f{rom the
s | nioi fxELfd over] tho ml{m.-i"‘mfe“ conal- | 3% because the property owners
“tlon of the elevdied roadways on Eas .
strents, and incientally to consider the | refused to repai.

whole situation df the elevated roadway
question in this gity.

At the meeting| were ¥ngineer Chase,
HState Senator Joskephi, H. H. Newhall, E.




Part 2I What did the roads look
like?

Who used the roads?
Typical Road Conditions



Road Users

E First Portland Auto 1899

E Two counts
A 190571 40 in Portland, 218 in Oregon
A 19067 40 PAC members, 242 total autos in Portland

E 1900 about 10,000 bicycles and bicyclists out of a
total Multco population of 103,000

E 10% Bicycles vs. .2% Autos
E Countless teams, horses, carts, buggies



Road Conditions

State Street Iin
Downtown
Salem, 1909




Early Road Sharing1885

That it shall be the duty of any person or persons
running or propelling a bi
highways or streets in this State, to bring the said
bicycleeto a stop within o
any person or persons going in the opposite
direction with a team or teams, and remain
stationary until said team or teams have passed by.



League of American Wheelmet

E Formed 1880, Rhode
sland

E First Oregonians joined
nationally 1886

ELocal @AOreg
Di vi si ono f

12 PEARL STREET,

LescUur HEADQUARTERS,
ABBOT BASSETT, Bec'y anp Eprrom.
1897.




Part 3- Bike Culture



Technology & Bicycle Styles

Photos Courtesy of Salem (Oregon) Public Library Historic Photograph Collections



Il ng FFBe@@y

FEBRUARY 206, 1839,

& THE SAME THE WORLD OVEP

——— IN COUNTRY AND CITY =

Wevc =°|J our Horse dnd Bu oy
Oince thése*gg Ramblers C(\moou’r
Tin a going down'tle the C\lc)rmw

ond Bu ilie for Sarah, kL
RAMBLERS -~ $40.00
IDEALS, With G. & J. Clincher Tires ___________ $209 $25, $30

FRED' T. MERRILL CYCLE CO.,

Spokane, Tacoma, Scaltiel 105 to 111 Sixth Street, Portland, Oregon
IWATCH THEM COGPY OUR ADS)

pross. ¥
| mea who are unable 1u davelép them, Tion Nhen. (ha. AP



