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Abstract

Today’s vehicles are vast improvements over the Model T of a hundred years ago. They are
much more reliable, comfortable, safer, efficient, powerful, and cleaner burning. But in some
ways, they’ve barely changed. They are functionally identical and continue to consume large
amounts of energy. Why haven’t they changed more? This talk will address the future of
combustion engines and petroleum fuels, and what it means for transportation funding, air
pollution, climate change, and the future of the US auto industry.
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